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22::   PPRREEPPAARRIINNGG  YYOOUURR  CCHHIILLDD  FFOORR  

MMUULLTTIIPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN  

What Does Your Child Need to Know First? 
In mathematics, your child is continuously building on previous knowledge.  

They know many math concepts through playing. When it  is t ime for your 

child to learn multiplication, it  is important they know how to do the 

following things: 

 How to count and can count natural numbers (1, 2, 3, 4… ) and 

understand zero (0). 

We refer to these numbers (including zero) as nonnegative integers or 

whole numbers.  

 Add and subtract numbers and use addition and subtraction in 

word problems. 

For example, five children were playing basketball.  Four children were 

jumping rope.  How many children were playing?  How many more 

children were playing basketball  than jumping rope? 

 Group things that go together. 

For example, grouping crayons by color, sort  by shapes, or sort 

through various types of materials such as rocks, marbles, hair bows, 

etc. 

 Do mental computation. 

SAMPLE
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Mental computation is arithmetic calculation without the help of pen 

and paper, calculators, manipulatives, or other help aids. Active 

involvement in mathematics will  help your child develop mental 

computation. Encourage your child to develop their own way of 

creating and solving problems. Encourage your child to explain the 

solution to you. 

 Connect related problems. 

Young children begin by counting all,  for example, they will add 2 + 3 

by saying “1, 2, 3, 4, 5” using fingers or objects. Children then move 

to counting on, that is,  2 + 3 is added by saying “2” and then adding 

three by saying, “3, 4, 5” as they use fingers or objects. Your child 

should be able to connect one problem to a related problem, for 

example 5 + 5 = 10, so 5 + 6 = 11.  Children should be able to retrieve 

previous knowledge, for example, 1 + 1 = 2.  

 Understand place value or the structure of the base-ten number 

system. 

If your child needs help, count with your child. Then have your child 

interpret the values of the written and spoken numbers.  Discuss which 

number is larger or smaller.   Talk about how numbers are related to 

one another. Children should know how to break numbers into 

hundreds, tens, and ones. In addition, children should understand how 

numbers are composed and how numbers relate to other numbers. For 

example, understanding the place value of the number 157 can be 

explored using questions such as: “What are the hundreds, tens, and 

ones values? What are different ways that 157 can be decomposed 

(pulled apart)?” Where is the number in relation to other numbers? Is it  

larger than 100, larger than 50, larger than 7? Why? 

 Work with objects, pictures, words, and actions to solve problems. 
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A visual such as the Number Chart: 1 – 100  in the Appendix  helps to 

develop reasoning and computing skills.  By using objects, pictures 

and verbal representations, children develop an understanding of the 

language and symbols of mathematics. 

 Children should develop process skills including problem solving, 

reasoning, and communication. 

Give your child the opportunity to pose questions. Have your child 

think about the things they do in terms of numbers. For example, “How 

many times do I eat cereal in a week?” When they gather information 

about themselves, they are making a connection to how we use 

numbers in real life.  Keeping a record of common events helps your 

child gain a sense for large numbers in relation to the world. 

 Children should be able to recognize the symbols for numbers – 1, 

2, 3, etc.  

We call these symbols numerals.  They should also be able to recognize 

words for numbers – one, two, three, etc. 

SAMPLE




